Report of the selectmen, auditors, overseers of the poor, and superintending school committee of the town of Derry for the year ending March 1864. by Derry Town Representatives
REPORT
SELECTMEN, AUDITORS,




VEAR mm^G MARCH, 1SG4.
MANCHESTER:
WILLIAM H. FISK.
BOOKSELLER, STATIONER AND TRINTEK,
KO. 4 METHODIST CIIURCU BLOCK.







Feb. 25. The receipts for the year have been as follows
:
By amount in Treasury, March 3, 1863 $511 97
*' Money hired for use of the Town 15788 16
•* " received from State
(State aid)
" " received from State
(Literary Fund) ....
«• " received from State
(Bounties) 2200 00
" •• received from State
(Railroad Tax)
" " received from County ..
.
C. Parker Bal. stock Liquor Agency






June 11 " W. W. Poor bridge stringers and
plank 19 46
• 26 " P. J. Home plank, stringers and
labor 14 40
Sept. " R. T. Chase labor on Goodhue road 11 75
" " A. J. Hall bridge plank 2 55
Nov!. " I. A. Butterfleld labor on highway 4 00
" C. C. Parker for spikes 36
" " S. Marshall for bridge stone. ... 1 12
" " M. H. Taylor land damages 15 00
" " D.Bonner " " 3 00
Dec. " James Taylor 2d 1 day labor. ... 1 25
1864
Feb. 25 " E. G. Shute 3 00
" " James C. Taylor Sandy Ford bridge 4 50
" S.F.Taylor 150
ALMSHOUSE.
1863- By last year's Selectmen
Mar. Paid D. C. Palmer repairing wheels 2 50
1864 NEW ENTRIES
Feb. 22 " David Stinson bal. salary as Supt. 144 62
TRANSIENT POOR.
1863 By last year's Selectmen
Mar. S. Clark 2d wood to G. Alexander 19 75
NEW ENTRIES
Geo. F. Adams supplies to Kate
Kelly (county) 30 62
N. Ripley wood for Kate Kelly 6 00
G. F. Adams supplies to Mrs. Evans 7 00
Supplies to Mrs. Major (county) 21 00
H. P. Hood wood to Mrs. McMurphy 21 00
" " " " " " Evans 9 00
J. Mahaffey cutting wood for Mrs,
Evans 50
G. F. Adams supplies to Mrs. Harvey 19 09
A. Holmes support M. Holmes in




B. F. Gregg coffin and shroud for
M. Holmes 6 00
Wm. Cochran board Mrs. Caldwell
one year 26 00
187 86
GRAVE YARD.
1863 By last years Selectmen
D. C. Palmer repairing hearse 2 30
NEW ENTRIES
James Taylor burial of fifty bodies 62 50
C. C. Parker hammer and screw driver 70





1863 By last year's Selectmen
Mar. To families of Soldiers 256 00
NEW ENTRIES
To families of Soldiers 2407 76
2663 76
BOUNTIES.
Paid sixteen conscripts and substi-
tutes under draft of Aug. 11, 1863 4800 00
Paid for twenty-two volunteers to




Apr. 11 W. H. Fisk Collectors and Surveyors
books 3 88
June 3 A. Beard printing Tax bills 2 25
Mar. 9 W. H. Fisk Town reports and orders 27 50
1864
Feb. 18 McFarland & Jenks printing check
lists 7 00
Feb. 25 I. H. Jones receipt books stationery
and revenue stamps. ..... 6 06
" " G. F. Adams revenue stamps 84
$47 58
N. R. H. Taxes.
1863 By last year's Selectmen
Mar. John L, Fletcher (R. Hatches heirs) 1 24
1864 NEW ENTRIES
FQb. 25 E. G. Shute N. R. H. Tax receipts
taken up 75 13
1863-4
N. H. mSANE ASYLUM.
Paid for support of John G. Bond 132 53
" " " " Sarah Cowdrey 151 83
TOWN OFFICERS.
1863 W. Storer for notifying Town officers 5 00
Wm. H. Oram Town Treasurer 20 00
Sylvanus Brown Auditor 2 00
E. G. Parsons S. S. Committee 40 00
1864
Feb. 20 Geo. W. Barker Town Clerk 20 00
" 25 E. G. Shute for collecting taxes 30 00
Joshua Morse Selectman 1862-3 7 67
1863-4.... 50 74
E. 6. Shute " 1862-3 7 67
" " " " 1863-4.... 50 00
I.H.Jones " 1863-4 69 91
ABATEMENT OF TAXES.
1863 Percentage deducted on amount of
taxes on list of 1863 paid before
Sept. 1 109 48
Heirs of B. McMurphy 1861-2 21 46
G. O. Clark 1863 3 91
Hugh B. Spinney 1862. 2 00
Ira W. Ring " 2 00
A. D. Jenness 1863 2 19
Isaac Butterfield ' 2 19
John Parker " 9 65
MISCELLANEOUS.
1863 By last years Selectmen
Mar. J. L. Fletcher Guide post and labor 1 50















W. W. Poor Postage 81
J. Morse expenses to Concord twice 5 00
E. G. Shute expenses to Manchester 1 00
I. H. Jones expenses to Concord and
Gilford 4 60
S. Marshall for Town Pump 9 78
Geo. F. Adams glass for Parish Hall 1 08
C. C. Parker Oil 94
E. Cogswell tolling bell, sawing
wood &c 19 42
School House tax Dist. No. 11 368 00
" " " 8 40 00
NOTES PAH).
Margarett Adams 861 00
Geo. W. Barker 120 00
Mrs. Jane Smyth on note dated
April 20, 1863 150 00
Joshua Morse on note dated
Sept. 24, 1863 50 00
Robert T. Chase on note dated





May. 4. Margarett Adams $342 00
Sept. 10. Mrs. E. Kimball 12 00
28. Mrs., J. Smyth, 7 90
29. Phihp Nowell, 72 00
Oct. 5. Geo. W. Barker, 12 67
Feb. 20. Amoskeag bank, 40 00
486 67
SUMMARY.
Amount of receipts 25745 80
EXPENDITURES.
Paid on account of Schools, 1053 35
Roads and bridges, 90 96
Alms house, 147 12
Transient poor 187 96
Grave yard, 66 22
State aid, 2663 76
Bounties, 18076 50
Books stationery and printing, 47 53
N. R. H. Taxes 76 37
N. H. Insane Asylum 284 36
Town Officers 302 99
Abatements of taxes, 152 88
Miscellaneous, 455 21
Notes paid, 1231 00
Interest 486 57
Outstanding orders 80 00
Lent to John Parker. Dec. 8 1863, ... 200 00
Cash in treasury, 143 02
25745,80
E. G. SHUTE COLLECTOR.
March 1. 1863, Db.
To uncollected taxes, 2870 16
May 29,
To amount of tax list ofl863, 5913 34
8783 50
Ck.
By cash paid treasurer, 3747 70
By paid county tax 963 41
By. paid State tax, 1474 20
Feb. 25, 1864
By amount ofuncollected taxes, 2598 19
8783 50
1859,
Oct. 11. Philip Nowell 1,200 00
1863
Apr. 20. William Moor, 500 00
Mrs. Jane Smyth, 300 00
Sept. 15. Moses Hamilton, 1,000 00
George Moor, 300 00
Lizzie G. Wilson 350 00
John Moor (Londonderry,) 900 00
Sept. 17. Lizzie Kelly, 1,500 00
24. Joshua Morse 300 00
Nov. 18. Alexander McMurphy, 1,000 00
1863.
Dec. 1. Charlotte Dustin, 300 00
Robert T. Chase, 250 00
Sylvanus Brown, 600 00
Honora Cowan 200 00
11. Benjamin Merrill 100 00
John Ordway 1,000 00
Philip Nowell, 1,000 00
Moses Noyes 150 00
Aug. 11. Ithamar Hubbard, (renewed,) 150 00
f 12. Mrs. Sarah H. Moor, (renewed,) 650 10
Dec. 11. John Taylor, 4,500 00
Jesse Little 500 00
Thomas Little 150 00
Mrs. Lydia Senter 80 00
Dec. 16 B. F. Eastman 400 00
1864
Feb. 4 Jenette Humphrey 200 00
22 G. N. Warner (renewed) 959 27
25 "" " 200 00
21539 67




TOWN OF DERRY. Dr.
To Notes Payable 21539 57
" Interest due on Notes 872 68
" Amount due Districts 4, 9, 10 and 11 . . 237 40
22649 65
TOWN OF DERRY. Cr.
By uncollected ^Taxes 2598 19
Amount due from U. S. Government.. 6644 00
" " State 1790 63
" " County 79 20
«' " H. P. Hood 70 20
" " John Parker 200 00
Cash in Treasury 143 02
11525 14
Balance being the amount of Town Debt 11124 51
JOSHUA MORSE, ) Selectmen
E. G. Shute, [ of
Isaac H. Jones, ) Derry.
I have carefully examined the foregoing Town accounts, which
for the past year have been kept in a lucid and orderly manner,
and find them correctly cast, and satisfactory vouchers for every
item.
SYLVANUS BROWN, Auditor.
Derry, March 2d, A. D. 1864.
The increase of indebtedness of the Town during the present
year, as shown by comparison of Balance Sheets is $8862 20.
This increase has been caused by the payment of bounties to
conscripts and substitutes under draft of August 11, 1863, and for
volunteers to fill the quota of the Town under call of October 17,
1863.
Affairs at the Almshouse are in a prosperous condition, as will
be seen by the annexed statement. The milk sold has amounted
to $407,48, paid for shorts $60,00.
The Treasurer's account, being identical with that of the Select-
men, is omitted.
JOSHUA MORSE, ) Selectmen
E. G. SHUTE, > of
ISAAC H. JONES. > Deny.
INVOICE of Property at Almshouse February 23, 1863.
Town farm and buildings, 4,000 00
Household furniture &c. , , 500 00
1 horse, 75 00
1 pair oxen, 160 00
11 cows 395 00
2 heifers, 50 00
3 sheep, 24 00
4 swine, 54 00
hay 215 00
farming tools, lumber &c., 200 00
wood at the door, 100 00
2 barrels pork, 52 00
200 bushels potatoes, 100 00
2 bbls. beef, 26 00
fish, 5 00
150 lbs. ham, 19 50
lard, & tallow 12 00
2 bbls. soap, 12 00
cider and vinegar, 25 00
beans, 15 00
corn, 95 00
rye, barley, oats and shorts 39 00
apples, 9 00






To amount drawn from Treasury including balance of salary of
Superintendent, 147 12
Invoice of property made Feb. 25, 1863, 6041 00
To amount of bills paid by Superintendent . . 661 50
6849 62
Cb,
By invoice of property made Feb, 22, 1863, 6,208 50
By amount sold from farm 776 88
By amount due from H. P. Hood, 70 20
By amount received from county, 103 46
^7,159 04
Balance in favor ofAlmshouse 309 42
SCHOOL EEPOET.
The Superintendent of Schools submits to the town the following, is
his annual report. The several schools may first be noticed in their
order.
DISTEICT NO. 1.
The Summer school in this district, was well taught and governed
by a young lady fresh from the schools, where she had been fitly
trained for her work. A sanny air filled the room. Mr, Jones brought
to his duties during the Winter term a wide and peculiar experience,
both in instructing and in discipline. The school was a model one in
all respects.
DISTRICT NO. 2.
During the Summer this school was under thorough instruction and
good management. The rules in the several branches taught, were
recited with rare correctness. Singing gave tone and life to the other
exercises. The Winter school found in Mr. Marshall, a most compe-
tent and devoted teacher. What his pupils profess to understand they
know, and can clearly state to others. The reading was specially nat-
ural and forcible. It is enough to say that Mr. Mashall taught with
his usual success.
DISTRICT NO. 3.
This school has had a very favorable year. Everything was dono
with an even, firm hand. Miss Ballou has earned a good reputation
by this first expsriment in teaching.
11
DISTRICT NO. 4.
The last winter, this school was broken up by sickness. The efFects
of this have been felt throughout the year. The teacher in the Sum-
mer was earnest in her somewhat difficult work, to the last. Mr.
"Warner, one of our most approved teachers, after one week in the
school room at the opening of the winter term, was attacked by the
disease which speedily closed his life. His death is a serious public
loss. It was a touching tribute to his services in the cause of educa-
tion, when go many of his pupils in years past, from different schools
and places, came together at his funeral. Mr. Shute made his first
effort in teaching under unusual embarrassments, but he brought to
the task before him such decision and energy, as carried him success-
fully through his duties, and merit decided commendation. Good
order was secured. Quite a number of the scholars were neither
absent nor tardy. The advanced class in arithmetic appeared very
well.
DISTRICT NO. 5.
This school was orderly and attentive throughout the summer term.
In the winter it was admirably drilled by Mr. Wilson. The district
did wisely in securing his valuable services, and then in making the
most of them. A new school house would have put the jewel in a
casket.
DISTRICT NO. 6.
This school, along with several others, suffered from sickness. At
the several visits of the Committee, both teacher and pupils appeared
well. There was method and clearness in the instruction given, and a
gentle but true ruling.
DISTRICT NO. 7.
Miss Moore had hardly more than begun her work in this district,
when the inroads of disease among the scholars led to the closing of
the school. She wrought faithfully while she taught. In the winter
term Mr. Clark began his experience as an instructor. Both teacher
and scholars did credit to themselves. The general exercisCiS were well
conducted.
DISTRICT NO. 8.
This school, both in summer and winter, was in an excellent condi-
tion. There was perfect good feeling between the teacher and pupils.
In the winter Mr. Varnum had scholars from the alphabet to the




Miss Webster accomplished a good work in this district both in
summer and winter. The order of the school was particularly notice-
able. Singing received special attention. Spelling and declamation,
out of the hours of school, awakened much interest.
DISTRICT NO. 10.
The teacher of this school showed a patient drill and vigor among
her little flock that would be an honor and success in the largest
schcol.
DISTRICT NO. 11.
Miss Bartlett closed her labors, extending through several seasons
in this district, with the summer term. She carried with her the
warm regards of her pupils and their parents. Her last work was
well done. The winter school was conducted by a former scholar of
hers, who steadily and effectively maintained the reputation of the
school.
DISTRICT NO. 12.
Miss Hazelton performed her services as the head of the school
kindly, neatly and thoroughly. Twice sickness visited the school,
thinning its ranks, yet at the close the scholars who were able to bo
present, gave proof of good teaching and faithful study.
Passing now to some general remarks, the first patent fact in the
review of our schools for the year is, that no one of them has been a
failure. There has been much sickness, causing the suspension of
several of them ; there have been varying degrees of excellence and
success among the teachers, and the public interest in the districts has
varied quite as widely
;
yet of no school can we say that it was a loss
and waste. This is a point of no slight moment. A good school is a
great public benefit ; a poor one is as serious a curse. As a second
fact, it may be stated that very few scholars are to be found in our
Bchools who seem bent on misrule and mischief. In most of them the
government has been an easy task. This speaks well for the older
Eupils, who form the public sentiment of the school room, and for the
ome training. A better class of advanced scholars cannot be produced.
I propose to devote the remainder of this report to a single topic
—
thoroughness in the school room. I take up this subject with the more
interest, because I believe our Academies are having a very strong and
happy influence in this respect, over our younger teachers, and older
pupils. This spirit should be diffused through the town.
Against all efforts in this direction are native indolence, evil habits.
13
and the American notion of speed—of doing every thing at once. Our
Bcholars, perhaps aided in this at home, wish to press from one book
to another in a series or course, without regard to a perfect mastery of
what is therein. Whoever would be thorough must be prepared to
meet obstacles. The system of perfect drilling should begin with the
alphabet. If the mind be dull, more time must be taken. There must
be a constant repetition of the rules, and processes, and reasons, till they
become a fart of one^s being. Nothing should be hurried or slurred
over. Every thing should be ^rtzsAe</. When reading is attended to,
whether once a day, or once in two days, let it be reading-—thorough
practice. So of all the exercises. Any mind will soon love this stress,
this exactness, as it does martial music.
The School Commissioner lor Rockingham county, in his last ad-
dress in town, strongly advocated an appropriation of money by the
town to our Academies, and then the transferring the advanced pupils
from the schools to them free of tuition. As our academies are en-
dowed, this plan would give us the benefits of the high schools of lar-
ger places at a very reduced expense. If this were done, or something
like it were done by our larger and more central districts, the lower
classes could be far better drilled and brought forward more rapidly.
A teacher who has under his care an academy in part, and in part a
common school with small children, has a task no one can perform.
He must be hasty and superficial somewhere. It is plain if we would
have this perfect system of drilling, we must have 'thoroughly trained
teachers, especially at the first. The foundations must be well laid.
The earliest habits must be right. The rest comes in course. On our
Prudential Committees a very grave duty is laid. They select the in-
structors. In a community enjoying educational privileges such as
ours, where the standing of a scholar may be exactly known, there
need be no lack of the most competent teachers. It is an open fact
that most of our best instructors for years past have been from among
ourselves. A noble class of young men and women is rising up to
take the places of those who are laying ofi" the armor.
Such thoroughness is a good in itself. What is done should be well
done. With good moral influences it will go to form a true character,
opposed to all shams and cheats. In this age it is a necessary passport
to the highest success. That nation conquers whose forces are best
drilled, whose enginery of war is the most perfect by sea ai;d land.
So in the arts of peace. As a rule, he will go to the first positions
who is the most perfectly trained. Let us never forget this in the ed-





STATISTICS OF THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS
Dist. Teachers. L'gth of Term. No. Sch'l'rs. Av. At.
, 5 Miss M. L. Webster, 16 54 48
^)Mr. I. H. Jones, 11 55 46i
„ ^ Miss E. Cutler 16 , 58 45
"^
{ Mr. Wm. Marshall, 13 58 48
3 Miss N. R. Ballou, ,
^ 12
!!!!.'."! 20 ."!!!!!!! 15
f Miss A. S. Hall, 10
'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.
44 .'.'.'.'.'.!! 38
4 < Mr. Benj. Warner, 1
^ Mr. B. H. Shute, 13 47 40i
_ X Miss S. A. CampbeU, 8 21 18
^ ) Mr. C.H. Wilson, 8 40 35
6 Miss S. E. Sawyer I7h 29 26
^ 5 Miss L. H. Moore, 5 29 25
' ) Mr. W. Clark, 12 31 25
5,
5 Miss M. P. Clark, II 31 28
°> Mr. W. B. Varnum 9<i 49 44^
9 Miss F, M. Webster, ,A -^\ ^d 25




., 5 Miss J. M. Bartlett, 9 29 24
^^
\ Miss L. J. Priest, 8 22 16




PRINTER, AFIB BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURER.
